
GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 5. OPEN GOVERNMENT; ETHICS

SUBTITLE A. OPEN GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER 552. PUBLIC INFORMATION

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.A552.001.AAPOLICY; CONSTRUCTION. (a) Under the

fundamental philosophy of the American constitutional form of

representative government that adheres to the principle that

government is the servant and not the master of the people, it is

the policy of this state that each person is entitled, unless

otherwise expressly provided by law, at all times to complete

information about the affairs of government and the official acts

of public officials and employees. The people, in delegating

authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide

what is good for the people to know and what is not good for them to

know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may

retain control over the instruments they have created. The

provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed to

implement this policy.

(b)AAThis chapter shall be liberally construed in favor of

granting a request for information.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 552.002.AADEFINITION OF PUBLIC INFORMATION; MEDIA

CONTAINING PUBLIC INFORMATION. (a)AAIn this chapter, "public

information" means information that is written, produced,

collected, assembled, or maintained under a law or ordinance or in

connection with the transaction of official business:

(1)AAby a governmental body;

(2)AAfor a governmental body and the governmental body:

(A)AAowns the information;

(B)AAhas a right of access to the information; or

(C)AAspends or contributes public money for the

purpose of writing, producing, collecting, assembling, or

maintaining the information; or
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