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Rule 9. Appearance of Counsel

1. An attorney seeking to file a document in this Court in
a representative capacity must first be admitted to practice
before this Court as provided in Rule 5, except that admis-
sion to the Bar of this Court is not required for an attorney
appointed under the Criminal Justice Act of 1964, see 18
U. S. C. § 3006A(d)(6), or under any other applicable federal
statute. The attorney whose name, address, and telephone
number appear on the cover of a document presented for
filing is considered counsel of record, and a separate notice
of appearance need not be filed. If the name of more than
one attorney is shown on the cover of the document, the at-
torney who is counsel of record shall be clearly identified.

2. An attorney representing a party who will not be filing
a document shall enter a separate notice of appearance as
counsel of record indicating the name of the party repre-
sented. A separate notice of appearance shall also be en-
tered whenever an attorney is substituted as counsel of rec-
ord in a particular case.

PART III. JURISDICTION ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Rule 10. Considerations Governing Review on

Certiorari

Review on a writ of certiorari is not a matter of right, but
of judicial discretion. A petition for a writ of certiorari will
be granted only for compelling reasons. The following, al-
though neither controlling nor fully measuring the Court’s
discretion, indicate the character of the reasons the Court
considers:

(a) a United States court of appeals has entered a deci-
sion in conflict with the decision of another United
States court of appeals on the same important matter;
has decided an important federal question in a way that
conflicts with a decision by a state court of last resort;
or has so far departed from the accepted and usual
course of judicial proceedings, or sanctioned such a de-
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parture by a lower court, as to call for an exercise of
this Court’s supervisory power;

(b) a state court of last resort has decided an impor-
tant federal question in a way that conflicts with the
decision of another state court of last resort or of a
United States court of appeals;

(c) a state court or a United States court of appeals
has decided an important question of federal law that
has not been, but should be, settled by this Court, or
has decided an important federal question in a way that
conflicts with relevant decisions of this Court.

A petition for a writ of certiorari is rarely granted when the
asserted error consists of erroneous factual findings or the
misapplication of a properly stated rule of law.

Rule 11. Certiorari to a United States Court of Appeals

Before Judgment

A petition for a writ of certiorari to review a case pending
in a United States court of appeals, before judgment is en-
tered in that court, will be granted only upon a showing that
the case is of such imperative public importance as to justify
deviation from normal appellate practice and to require im-
mediate determination in this Court. See 28 U. S. C.
§ 2101(e).

Rule 12. Review on Certiorari: How Sought; Parties

1. Except as provided in paragraph 2 of this Rule, the peti-
tioner shall file 40 copies of a petition for a writ of certiorari,
prepared as required by Rule 33.1, and shall pay the Rule
38(a) docket fee.

2. A petitioner proceeding in forma pauperis under Rule
39 shall file an original and 10 copies of a petition for a writ
of certiorari prepared as required by Rule 33.2, together
with an original and 10 copies of the motion for leave to
proceed in forma pauperis. A copy of the motion shall pre-
cede and be attached to each copy of the petition. An in-
mate confined in an institution, if proceeding in forma pau-




